
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

EDITORIAL 
 

ECO WARRIORS TO PROTECT MOTHER EARTH FROM DESTRUCTION 
 

Recently, I saw a shocking video of an adult tigress beaten to death by a group of angry 
villagers in the Pilibhit Tiger Reserve.  The assault on the tigress by the villagers was captured 
on a two-minute video on a mobile phone 
along with a commentary which notes 
that the villagers are beating the tigress 
because she attacked the villagers.  It is 
very obvious if humans have invaded the 
forests and the territory that once 
belonged to the animal world, the wild 
animals will intrude into human 
settlements.  This reminds us of what Pope Francis mentioned in Laudato Si’ #66: the 
originally harmonious relationship between human beings and nature became ‘conflictual’ 
because of the erroneous interpretation of the Genesis command to ‘have dominion over the 
earth’ as exploitation and destruction of nature.  The conflict between humans and nature is 
the result of human inability and failure to respect nature and all the creatures in it.  
 

In the context of the destruction of nature, the need of the hour is a personal conversion and a 
change in our lifestyle to care for Mother Earth.  In the words of Pope Francis in his encyclical 
Laudato Si’ #217, “the ecological crisis is also a summons to profound interior conversion……So 
what they all need is an ‘ecological conversion’, whereby the effects of their encounter with 
Jesus Christ become evident in their relationship with the world around them.  Living our 
vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it is not an optional 
or a secondary aspect of our Christian experience”.  Ecological conversion is the change in the 
manner in which we interact with the environment and all the other living beings and 
organisms.  This stems from the spirituality that we all are inter-connected and the Earth is 
our common home.  
  

It has been almost a year since Cardinal Oswald Gracias had announced the ‘Green Diocese 
Initiative’ on 1st September 2018.  Inspired by the Cardinal’s initiative, a number of parishes 
and schools have acted upon the announcement and initiated a number of green steps and 
activities.  The parishes of Uttan and Orlem have already inaugurated ‘Creation Chapels’, few 
parishes have introduced solar panels to reduce electricity consumption, several schools have 
celebrated their Annual Days on the theme of ‘Going Green’ and have also had exhibitions for 
students.  Planting trees, separating refuse, collecting e-waste and many other initiatives and 
steps have also been taken by certain parishes and schools.  Every small step in caring for 
creation is a great act of charity for Mother Earth.  
 

The Archdiocesan Office for Environment (AOE) has conducted several sessions on the theme 
of ‘Green Diocese Initiative’ for Western Region Bishops, deanery priests, members of the 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, religious, Lawyers’ Guild, Sunday School teachers and is also 
conducting the Certificate Course for Eco Ambassadors at Matunga.  An awareness session 
was also conducted in Marathi for the people in Dharavi Island.  Growing conscientisation has 
certainly helped in people becoming more environment-friendly and ecologically sensitive.  
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Plastic menace is a serious issue as it causes environmental as well as health hazards.  In order 
to create a sustained anti-plastic campaign, the AOE has 
organised a one-day workshop entitled ‘Plastic – Boon or Bane’ to 
understand the ill-effects of plastic and also to develop an anti-
plastic campaign to be promoted at different levels in the schools 
and the parishes.  Thus, apart from the ‘Green Diocese Initiative’ 
the AOE will also focus on the anti-plastic campaign.  In her 
latest book, Turning the Tide on Plastic, author Lucy Siegle speaks 
about 8 ‘R’s to fight plastic pollution namely Record, Reduce, 
Replace, Refuse, Reuse, Recycle, Refill, and Rethink.  This could 
become the basis of the anti-plastic campaign. 

 

It’s urgent and necessary that each one of us become warriors – eco warriors or earth warriors 
fighting to save and protect God’s beautiful creation.  We are called to reflect and move 
towards ‘ecological conversion’.  Let’s join hands and strive to create a harmonious and 
interconnected world of humans and nature. 
 

- Fr Joseph Gonsalves 
 

 
 

TOWARDS A GREEN DIOCESE…EVENTS 
 

 
 

Parishioners from Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception: Borivli West, Sacred 
Heart: Vashi and St John the Baptist, Thane were among those who participated in 

the two-day South Asia Training Workshop for Catechists: TOT (Training of Trainers) 
on Laudato Si’ Handbook held in Mumbai on 24th and 25th April 2019.  This workshop 

was organised by Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences – Office of Human 
Development, the Archdiocesan Office for Environment – Mumbai and the Commission 

for Ecology of the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India in collaboration with 
CAFOD, London.    



 

 

A one-day workshop on Plastic – Boon or Bane will be held on 
31st August 2019 from 09:30 to 17:00 at Sarvodaya, St Pius College 
Campus, Goregaon (E), Mumbai – 400063, organised by the 

Archdiocesan Office for Environment.  20th August 2019 is the last 

date for registration.  The registration fees are ₹ 100/- per participant.  Invite 
and Registration Form available on the AOE website homepage. 
 
A Nature Youth Camp for Catholic Youth (age group 20 – 25 years) 
has been organised by the Archdiocesan Office for Environment in 
collaboration with the Diocesan Youth Centre at Jan Kalyan Trust, 

Mahad from 5th to 7th November 2019.  Charges: ₹ 500/-.  For 
registration, kindly get a letter of recommendation from your Parish 
Youth Director. 
Contact: Diocesan Youth Centre - email: bombaydyc@gmail.com 

Phone: 022 26422556 /26441200  WhatsApp: 9575111000 
 
 

 

‘Green Diocese’ is a long-term initiative that envisages the lowering of the carbon 

footprint of the Archdiocese of Bombay, with a positive contribution to the environment.  

1st September 2019 will mark a year since the launch of this initiative.   
 

You are invited to email suggestions and ideas on ‘WHAT IS A GREEN DIOCESE’ to 

mumbaiaoe@gmail.com by 31st August 2019  
 

Let’s endeavour to green our diocese together! 
 

 

“It was certainly much more than I anticipated in terms of the 

expanse of information shared and the delivery by Fr. (Savio) was 

excellent.  It was a bit unfortunate than he had to rush through a 

few points given the time constraints but that was understandable.”  
– Feedback from a participant 

The first session of the 
Certificate Course for Eco 
Ambassadors was conducted 
by Fr Savio Silveira on 23rd June 
2019 at Matunga.  42 persons 
from 24 parishes and 3 
congregations are attending this 
inaugural course organised by 
the Archdiocesan Office for 
Environment as part of the 
wider Green Diocese Initiative.    

mumbaiaoe.webs.com


GREEN BUILDINGS IN INDIA: MAHARASHTRA, KARNATAKA TOP THE LIST 

 

Maharashtra bagged the top slot, followed by Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, in the second 
edition of the US Green Building Council’s (USGBC) list of India’s top ten states that have 
maximum number of LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certified 

green buildings. 
 

LEED is a widely used green 
building rating system.  It 
ranked states in terms of 
cumulative gross square feet of 
certified space as of 31 
December, 2018.  Maharashtra 
has 334 LEED-certified green 
buildings, while Karnataka and 
Tamil Nadu have 232 and 157 
buildings, respectively.  Last 
year’s list saw Tamil Nadu in 
the top position with 118 such 
buildings. 
 

Gopalakrishnan Padmanabhan, 
managing director, Southeast 
Asia and Middle East, USGBC 
and Green Business 
Certification Inc. said India 
continues to demonstrate year-
over-year growth.  “Many 
government agencies and state 

governments have started offering incentives around LEED, and businesses, educational 
institutions and non-profits across every sector in India are committing to LEED.  These 
leaders are stepping up and answering the call, advancing sustainable, healthy and 
environmentally friendly buildings and working to raise the living standard for the people 
in their communities," Padmanabhan said. 

 
Source: https://www.livemint.com/news/india/maharashtra-karnataka-top-usgbc-s-leed-certified-green-building-list-in-india-

1560837488905.html 
 

 
 

DIVERSIFYING CROPS WILL MITIGATE CLIMATE IMPACT IN INDIA: STUDY  
 

 

According to a paper published in Environmental Research Letters, diversifying crops in 
India can be an effective way to adapt its food-production systems to the growing influence 
of extreme climate change.  The research team studied the effects of climate change on five 
major crops and found that the yields from grains such as millet, sorghum and maize are 
more resilient to extreme weather.  Their yields vary significantly less due to year-to-year 
changes in climate and generally experience smaller declines during droughts.  But yields 
from rice, India's main crop, experience larger declines during extreme weather conditions. 
 

Finger millet, maize, pearl millet, sorghum and rice make up the vast majority of grain 
production during the June-to-September monsoon season in India (with rice contributing 
three-quarters of the grain supply for the season).  Taken together, the five grains are 
essential for meeting India's nutritional needs.  “By relying more and more on a single crop 
rice India's food supply is potentially vulnerable to the effects of varying climate.  



Expanding the area planted with these four alternative grains can reduce variations in 
Indian grain production caused by extreme climate, especially in the many places where 
their yields are comparable to rice.  Doing so will mean that the food supply for the 
country's massive and growing population is less in jeopardy during times of drought or 
extreme weather,” said Kyle Davis, the lead author on the paper. 
 

 
 

Temperatures and rainfall amounts in India vary from year-to-year and influence the 
number of crops that farmers can produce.  With episodes of extreme climate such as 
droughts and storms becoming more frequent, it's essential to find ways to protect India's 
crop production from these shocks, according to Davis.  To reach this conclusion, the 
authors combined historical data on crop yields, temperature and rainfall.  Data on the 
yields of each crop came from state agricultural ministries across India and covered 46 years 
(1966-2011) and 593 of India's 707 districts.  “This study adds to the evidence that increasing 
the production of alternative grains in India can offer benefits for improving nutrition, for 
saving water, and for reducing energy demand and greenhouse gas emissions from 
agriculture,” said Davis. 
 

Source: https://zeenews.india.com/environment/diversifying-crops-will-mitigate-climate-impact-in-india-study-2212392.html 
 

 
 

WE NEED TO PROTECT 30% OF THE PLANET BY 2030  
 

At a time when the world is grappling with meeting the Paris 
Climate Agreement and trying to prevent the sixth mass 
extinction on Earth, an international team of scientists has 
published a way forward.  Titled the Global Deal for Nature, 
the study analysed how much of the planet we need to 
maintain to ensure that our ecosystems continue to harbour an 
abundance of species, and provide services essential for 
human life, including carbon sequestration.  The deal calls for 
30% of the planet to be protected by 2030, with an additional 
20% to be maintained or restored to a natural state and 
designated as climate stabilisation areas.   

 
 

https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/5/4/eaaw2869


As a complement to the protection targets, the Global Deal for Nature offers policy 
recommendations for reducing the threats that exert pressure on the natural world, such as: 

 Slowing and stopping the clearing of intact natural habitats for agriculture, directing 
cropland to lands that have already been degraded, and focusing on reducing food 
waste 

 Putting in place proactive approaches to govern roads, dams and energy development 
projects 

 Managing fisheries according to scientific targets 
 Reducing plastic and chemical pollution, which harms the air, water, land and species on 

which we depend 
 

 
 

The Global Deal for Nature estimates that the cost of nature conservation measures across 
half the Earth could be $100 billion per year.  Current spending on conservation is less than 
10% of that.  Additional sources of funding will be needed, including private sector 
investment.  Yet conservation will open up new opportunities and direct financial benefits.  
Estimates suggest that increased annual profits could range from $53 billion in the seafood 
industry to $4.3 trillion in the insurance industry. 
 

The good news is that combining the Paris Climate Agreement with the Global Deal for 
Nature provides a clear pathway for action.  If we ensure that at least half the planet is in an 
intact natural state by 2030, and combine this with energy transition measures, we can still 
halt the current trend in species loss, and keep the rise in global average temperatures below 
1.5°C.  The message is clear and so is the pathway.  But time is running out.  We need to take 
a bold stand and act upon it now. 
 

Source: https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/04/why-protect-30-planet-2030-global-deal-nature-conservation/ 
 

 
 

 

https://www.globaldealfornature.org/petition/en/
https://www.globaldealfornature.org/petition/en/
https://www.globaldealfornature.org/petition/en/

