
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas is not just a feast of one day but a whole season, a time for celebrations with 
family, friends and beyond.  All of us cherish fond memories of Christmas seasons gone by 
and we eagerly look forward to the next time it comes around.  It is indeed fitting that we 
celebrate this momentous mystery.  Let us keep in mind however that our celebrations can 
often be wasteful and cause much damage to the environment.  Two years ago, the 
Archdiocesan Office for Environment (AOE) produced a booklet ‘Shamar’ which guides us 
towards more eco-friendly ways of celebrating Christmas and other feasts.  I fervently urge 
that we go through this booklet once more and implement its suggestions, thereby 
concretely expressing our concern for our common home. 
 

During Advent, we usually reflect on the birth of Our Lord and its message for our lives.  
What message does this Mystery have for us in the context of 
the present climate emergency?  I think it calls us to 
acknowledge the Divine presence that shines forth from the 
heart of all Creation.  The Word became flesh and dwelt 
amongst us (John 1:14), thereby sharing in everyday activities of 
life.  Just think about it – the Son of God goes about breathing 
air, eating food and drinking water.  He works with wood for a 
living, touches the soil, kindles a fire and caresses the wheat 
stalks.  All the natural elements sustain Jesus in His human life 
and they in turn are infused with His touch.  That Divine 
presence which was always there in Creation now becomes 
more visible, more tangible with the Incarnation.  That is why 

the poet Gerard Manley Hopkins exclaims in awe that ‚the world is charged with the 
grandeur of God.‛  If we but listen to nature prayerfully and behold her respectfully, we 
will surely encounter this presence. 
 

As we prepare for Christmas, we could resolve to grow in sensitivity to this presence.  Jesus 
is Emmanuel - God with us.  Yes, He is with us in our hearts, in the Sacraments, in events 
and in the people we meet. But we can also encounter Him in the rustling of leaves, the 
murmur of the stream, the flight of the bird and the sheer stillness of the sky.  For this 
encounter to happen, we need a new attitude.   We need to grow in our awareness that all 
of nature is sacred, all of Creation is holy.  We must learn to stand before nature in awe 
and humility, knowing that nature is the bearer of God’s presence.  Wherever we are on 
the earth, we stand on holy ground. 
 

May this Christmas inspire us to be more mindful of Creation! 
 

-  Fr Luke Rodrigues, SJ 
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The AOE launched a Campaign on Combating Plastic Pollution with the Plastic: Boon or 
Bane Workshop on 31st August 2019 at Goregaon 

 

 
 

 
Earth Warriors: Youth Nature Camp 2019, organised by AOE, was held from 5-7th 

November 2019 at Nashik 
 

 
 

“[The Nature Camp] all revolved around "A BETTER EARTH" from fellowship to meeting 

wonderful new people, visiting villages knowing the villagers, farmers and their cattle and 

living a sustainable life...  Personally from being a person that didn't care about how buying 

clothes after having enough to using the AC during winters would actually make such a huge 

difference collectively, to now me being able to at least try to live and support sustainable 

development.  And this is the impact that the nature camp created on me, and I know each one 

of us at the camp has gone back to be a better version, the one that cares and craves a better 

change.  It might take years to show the change we do today or might even feel impossible for 

the huge destruction.  I believe and we should all believe in Mt 19:26 with man this is 

impossible, but with God all things are possible. 

Let's be the change we wish to see. 

Let's do this, together. If not for us, for the ones to come.”  

– JESSICA AUGUSTINE 

 



Sessions of the Certificate Course for Eco-Ambassadors - 2019 were held once a month 
from June to November 2019.  The valedictory session will be held on 11th January 2020 in 
conjunction with a pledge ceremony.  Course participants are required to implement a 
project in their parish / community; some of the projects undertaken include: 
 

 E-waste Collection and Awareness at Our Lady of Lourdes, Malad West by Giselle 
Wilson – 482 kg of e-waste collected through two drives in October 2019 
 

 
 

 Two Beach Clean-Up Drives at Madh Island initiated by Pauline Fernandes of Our 
Lady of Lourdes, Malad West 
 

 
 

 Anuradha Lobo of Holy Cross, Kurla got her society to segregate wet and dry garbage 
as a step in Making BMC-free Society for Wet and Dry Waste 



 Annie Gomez of Our Lady of the Visitation, Nerul initiated Sustainable Waste 
Management in her parish – e-waste workshop, three e-waste drives, revived the Green 
Cell, green stall on Mission Sunday, plastic collection drive, green liturgy as well as 
project on Save Aarey in Don Bosco School, Nerul 
 

 
 

 Anthony Dias of St Thomas, Goregaon East spearheaded Digging of a Borewell and 
Water Harvesting at Residency Housing Society for supplying non-potable water for 
gardening, washing cars and in toilets 
 

 
 

 

 Vivena Rodrigues of Divya Kripa, Kharghar opted for Clean and Green Parish – plastic 
collection drives in parish and school, encouraging tree plantation in societies, sale of 
cloth bags, awareness and training sessions on: waste segregation, alternatives to single-
use plastics, making paper bags 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
St Francis Xavier, Vile Parle 
 ‘Best out of Waste’ event was organised for 

the children up to Class XII on 1st September 
2019 – 31 articles displayed outside the church 
while 8 best entries were given prizes (in 
carry bags made out newspapers made by one 
of the participants) on 15th September  



 Laudato Si’ pledge cards released by the AOE were distributed to the Parish Council 
Steering Committee Members and among the members who represented each Small 
Christian Community on 13th October 2019 

 Teachers heading the Eco Club at St Joseph's Convent High School, Vile Parle were 
connected with the staff of Baccha Party (Party Hall for Kids) in November 2019 – 
henceforth, the daily collection of both Tetra Packs and Plastic Bottles from the Party 
Hall will be handed over to the School every morning for disposal through licenced 
recyclers; this will avoid around 90 Tetra Packs and 100 plastic bottles going to the 
landfills daily 

 The parish’s Bombay Catholic Sabha Unit Members have been volunteering to sit with 
the collection bag Sunday after Sunday; they meet and talk to parishioners after every 
mass – trying to change their mind-set, making them comfortable and motivating them 
to get plastic to church even though they are neatly dressed for mass, and to treat 
plastic as their offering and contribution for a better tomorrow for the next generation 

 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Malad West (Orlem) – Selected Initiatives 
 Environmental Cell formed on 6th July 2019, flex banners completely 

banned 
 Plastic and tetra pack collection drives, session on rainwater harvesting, 

solar panels installed, use of only steel tea cups at meetings, Compost bin 
in parish school 

 Parish Christmas Crib from eco-friendly materials and live Christmas 
tree 

 
St John the Baptist, Thane 
 On 28th August 2019, the Primary section of St John the Baptist High School & Junior 

College put up a Science Exhibition through which 
information on Rain Water Harvesting, the use of 
Solar Energy, Hydro-electricity, stages of farming, etc. 
was spread; many creative handmade articles made out 
of waste materials were displayed 

 Sunday School Exhibition on ‘Best out of Waste’ on 
6th October 2019 - Students of Classes I to IX prepared 
various creative and useful articles out of waste plastic 
bottles, rubber tyres, cloth bags, etc. 

 
Cathedral of the Holy Name kids 
planted spider purification plants in 
plastic bottles they had recycled 
themselves on 24th November 2019.   
 
Community fridges are operational in 
Holy Cross, Kurla and Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Malad West parishes; while at 
Infant Jesus, Pantnagar, the Parish Green 
Team gave short talks on environment 
consciousness after all masses in 
preparation for the Season of Creation 
(1st September to 4th October). 



 Don Bosco Senior Secondary School, Nerul  
 Eco Club members formed seed balls by mixing 5 parts of clay with 3 parts dry organic 

compost and 1 part of seed and distributed these by throwing over a marshy area – 
plants from seed balls have a survival success rate of over 50% as compared to 10% of a 
planted sapling 

 Class X students prepared water filters (using some plastic containers, charcoal, sand 
and pebbles), to give to each house in the Katkari villages of Karandoli and Vakshi in 
Lonavala on 3rd August 2019 

 Plantation Programme by Eco Club members on Independence Day  
 Preparation of garden organisers and terrariums from discarded plastic, model plastic 

equipment for cleaning water bodies and finding rare underwater species, etc. under the 
‘Swachhata Hi Seva’ campaign 2019 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Auxilium Communities 
 On 13th September 2019, the guides of 

Auxilium Convent High School, 
Bandra along with their Guide 
Captains participated in the ‘Briha 
Mumbai Swachata Abhiyan’ 
conducted by the West Mumbai 
Bharat Scout and Guide Association – 
the campaign’s main aim was Juhu 
Beach Cleanliness after the 
immersion of Ganpati idols 

 Auxilium Media Animation Resources – 12th Media Festival themed ‘Creating Green 
Heartprints’ was held on 28th September 2019 was held with an ‘eco-slant’ in which 
nearly 20 schools participated 

 
 
‘Green Diocese’ is a long-term initiative launched on 1st September 2018 that envisages the lowering of the carbon 
footprint of the Archdiocese of Bombay, with a positive contribution to the environment. 

All Parishes/Institutions are requested to email information on their greening initiatives as per 
the format available on the homepage of the website: mumbaiaoe.webs.com to 

mumbaiaoe@gmail.com every month  

 

Let’s endeavour to green our diocese together! 
 

 

 



 

Nearly 6000 participants from all over the world took part in the fourteenth Conference 
of Parties (COP 14) of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
(UNCCD) held from 2nd to 13th September 2019 at New Delhi.  The Conference adopted the 
Delhi Declaration in which parties expressed commitment for a range of issues, including 
gender and health, ecosystem restoration, taking action on climate change, private sector 
engagement, Peace Forest Initiative and recovery of 26 million hectares of degraded land in 
India.   
 

Bishop Allwyn D’Silva and Professor Luke Mendes of 
the Archdiocese of Bombay represented the Holy See 
at COP 14.  Bishop Allwyn attended the high-level 
segment of the COP and participated in Round Table 
3: Fostering a global movement for ecosystem 
restoration, Interactive 
dialogue 1: A values-based 

approach to land stewardship, and Interactive dialogue 3: 
Boosting sustainable value chains for land-based business.  
Professor Mendes contributed to the world document that will 
become binding international law, making an interjection on 
6th September 2019 to Article 3C pertaining Land Tenure.  
 
Sadly, the twenty-fifthth Conference of 
Parties (COP 25) to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) in Madrid ended in deadlock 
and disappointment over most of the 
contentious issues on 15th December 2019.   
 

The disappointment among developing and 
least developed countries has been 
regarding matters of climate finance for 
adaptation, loss and damage and enhanced 
nationally determined contributions.  These 
issues were of critical importance at this 
COP, along with resolving the outstanding 
issues with Article 6 of the Paris Agreement 
which deals with the establishment and 
functioning of carbon markets, the shares of 

proceeds from which had to feed into 
finances for mitigation, adaptation and 
implementation.    
 

"There is a vast disconnect between the 
urgency we are feeling at home and the pace 
of these negotiations,‛ Sonam P Wangdi, 
chair of the Least Developed Countries said 
in a statement.  ‚More climate action and 
support is urgently needed, not less… We're 
disappointed with the lack of willingness by 
some parties to work together to ensure 
environmental integrity, to respond to the 
needs of the most vulnerable communities, 
and to build upon rather than undermine 
the Paris Agreement, including resources 
for the Adaptation Fund‛. 

   

 

 

Source: https://www.unccd.int/conventionconference-parties-cop/cop14-2-13-september-new-delhi-

india｜https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/climate-emergency-cop-25-madrid-the-longest-cop-ever-ends-

in-disappointment-68438

 

 

 
 

 

 



The true spirit of Christmas is the beauty of being loved by God  
– Pope Francis 

 
 

 
 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2020 
 

from  
 

Bishop Allwyn D’Silva, Fr Joseph Gonsalves,  
the Green Diocese team and  

all green lovers in the Archdiocese of Bombay 
 


